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Pentecost 2011
Beloved of the Lord, 
The day of Pentecost is upon us once again, reminding us that the true task of our life is to acquire and retain the grace of the All-Holy Spirit, which is eternal life itself. Indeed, it is the Liturgy that offers us an unparalleled opportunity to receive that grace of the All-Holy Spirit which alone can give us the joy and satisfaction that we all seek. Our task is to retain that grace which is freely given to us and to make it our own forever. 
It is only with this same Holy Spirit that we can confess, like the Apostle Thomas, that Jesus Christ is truly both Lord and God and it is only through this confession that we are enabled to overcome the sin and death that plagues us all. This gives us great hope, reminding us that we can not overcome the world by ourselves, but rather that it is our faith in Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit which will ultimately be victorious in us. 
The Church Fathers remind us that in the same way that Christ was present with the Apostles, the Holy Spirit is now with us in the same power and presence. This gives us great strength and assurance knowing that the Lord indeed did not leave us as orphans, but has sent forth the Comforting Spirit of God to illumine, guide and save us. Let us take great care to do all we can to attain and retain this grace which gives us life. 
May we all rejoice in the Lord, singing the hymn of Pentecost, “We have seen the true light, we have received the heavenly Spirit….” O Holy Spirit, “come and abide in us, cleanse us from every impurity and save our souls, O Good One.” Be assured of our continued prayers for you and your family and of our tireless work here at the Monastery to build up the Orthodox Church in America. Asking God’s blessing upon you all.





With love in Christ,






Fr. Igumen Sergius
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